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I. Collotype facsimile of 
MS. JUNIUS 11 

com7no7ily kiioivn as ike Caedmon MS. 

93a folios, containiDg 51 illustration 9. 




HIS is one of tlie 4 famous MSS. to which we are indebted for 

the preservation of the chief monuments of our oldest English 

poetry — the other three being the Beowulf MS. in the British 

Museum, the Exeter Book in the Chapter-library at Exeter, and 

the Vercelli Book in the Chapter-library at Vercelli. 

It was written either late in the loth or early in the nth cent., and was 

given by Archbishop Ussher to the celebrated scholar Junius, who left it to the 

Bodleian in 1678. 

It contains parts of poems on the stories of Genesis, Exodus, Daniel ; on 
the fallen angels, the descent of Christ into Hell, his resurrection, ascension, and 
the Last Judgement; and on the Temptation. No portions of these beyond a 
part of the Daniel have been preserved to us from any other source. They 
were all once generally ascribed to the great Northumbrian poet Caedmon, who 
flourished in the latter half of the 7th cent, owing to their agreement in subject 
with poems which Beda in his Ecclesiastical History states to have been 
composed by Caedmon. Modern criticism has, however, shown that different parts 
of the volume are by different hands, and that only a portion o£ it can be 
considered as early as the former half of the 8th cent. But, when this has been 
admitted, the abiding interest of the poems as among the most ancient relics of 
our national poetry, and indeed of our language, remains almost unsurpassable. 

[P.T.O. 
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Independently of its literary and linguistic value, the MS. has a remarkable 
artistic and archaeological interest as being largely illustrated with drawings which 
afford a curious and instructive display of the national art and customs of the period. 

The MS. contains 232 pp., measuring i2f in. x 7f. Some of these are 
blank, and part of a great many others was left blank in order to receive an 
illustration which after all was never executed : the total amount of blank space 
is equivalent to about ^ of the total number of pages. 

The number of pages which bear illustrations is 51, and in addition to the 
illustrations the MS. contains 22 large and elaborate ornamental initials. The 
colouring which occurs cannot of course be photographically reproduced, but 
copies carefully coloured by hand can be supplied by special arrangement. 

The text of the MS. has never been facsimiled, though complete editions of 
the poems it contains were printed by Junius in 1655, Thorpe in 1832, Bouterwek 
in 1849-54, and Grein in 1857. ^ copy (uncoloured) of the illustrations appeared in 
vol. XXIV of the Archaeologia, in 1833, and also in a separate form; a selection 
from them had likewise been engraved in 1 754 : but of course neither of these 
reproductions was a facsimile in the same degree as the present one. 

The negatives will be reproduced exactly as they are taken — every accidental 
blot or stain on the MS. will be shown ; so that scholars who desire to work upon 
the facsimile may feel absolute confidence that it has suffered nothing from the 
mistaken discretion of an * editor.' 
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To be issued to Subscribers in advance, price 2s. 6d. 

2. Photolithographic facsimile of 

AN UNIQUE 'CAXTON; 

t^ai \B to fa^e t^ craf^ foa to }>tit foa i^t ^tU^t 
of mannee fowfe. 




This treatise, consisting of 1 6 pp., small quarto, is no. 97 in the 
2nd ed. of Mr. Blades's ' Biography and Typography of William 
Caxton,' where it is fully described. It has no printer's name, date, 
or place, but is in Caxton's no. 6 type, with four lines of heading at 
the beginning, and some head-lines at the end, in the no, i type of Wynken 
de Worde, Caxton's workman and successor, and is conjecturally assigned by 
Mr. Blades to the year 1491. 

It "appears to be a translation from the Latin, and doubtless by Caxton 
himself," who was the author of others of the translations which he printed. But 
it does not agree with any of the three different printed Latin treatises bearing 
the title of Ars moriendi which are in the Bodleian. 

The copy is perfect, and no other copy or fragment of one appears to be 
known. 

The treatise was reprinted by Mr, Blades in 1869, but only to the number of 
54 copies, and not in facsimile. 

The facsimile will be printed on paper closely resembling that of the original, 
but to prevent any copy from being passed off as an original there will be 
a dated watermark. The many broken letters in the accompanying specimen 
are In close accord with the original and are not due to any imperfection in 
the process employed. 
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3. Photolithographic facsimile of 
ORDINE BELLA SOLENNISSIMA 

PROCESSIONE FATTA DAL 

SOMMO PONTIFICE NELL' ALMA 

CITTA DI ROMA, 

Per la felidflima noua della deftruttione della 
fetta Vgonotana, 

Con la inferittione pofta fopra !a porta della Chiefa di 
S. Luigi in vn panno di feta pauonazza a letere 

d'oro maiiifcole. 

In Roma, per gli Hercdi d'Anlonio Blado ImprefTori 

Camerali, 1573. 

fHE Massacre of S. Bartholomew's Day took place on the night on 
Aug. 24, 1572, and the thanksgiving which this rare tract describei 
was held on Sept. 8. The fact that the account here containeti 
was printed at Rome itself, by the 'Impressori Camerali,' and withiff 
at most a few months — perhaps within a few days — of the thanksgiving, confers! 
on it an exceptional historical value. 

The pamphlet consists of 4 pp., small quarto. The body of the account is 
Italian, the lengthy inscription in Latin, and the prayers said in the church ■ 
San Lodovico in Latin also. 

Brunei describes it as " Piece fort rare.' Both he and Graesse only mentioni 
the copy sold {for ;^3) at the Butler sale, and this may be the Bodleian copyj 
the provenance of which is unknown. 

The pamphlet was reprinted, from the Bodleian copy, in 1877 by C. P. Stewart 
in his 'Vatican influence under Pius V. and Gregory XIII.' — but not in facsimile. , 
The facsimile will be printed on paper with a dated watermark, to prevem 
an) copy from being passed off as an original. The blurred appearance of the j 
type in the accompanying specimen is in close accord with that of the original -f 
and is not due to any imperfection in the process employed. 
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Each of these is described in dettdl in the 1 
accompanying the specimens of the work herewith 4) 

milted. ■! 

Subscribers are requested to fill up the enclosed fi| 
and to return it to Mr. Henry Frowde, Oxford Univ^ 
Press Warehouse, Amen Comer, London. 

Inviting your co-operation in this undertaking, 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours very ^thfiilly, ' 

E. B. NICHOLSON, 

{,Btd^t Librmrtmi 
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